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State of a ?oice on the directorates of the larger syndicates by
the nomination of one-fourth of their members, with a view to
preventing abuses by which the interests of the public might
suffer, and he also suggested that one-half of their profits beyond
a certain amount (a 10 per cent, dividend was mentioned) should
^o to the State, proposals which led Herr Eirdorf to say on
behalf of the Coa! Syndicate that lie would prefer out-and-out
nationalisation.
It seems clear, however, that the cartells so far have kept
strictly within tie law. "When a case against them was stated
before the Imperial Supreme Court, which was asked to declare
these organisations to Be contrary to the principle of free competi-
tion, the Court toned the tables on the prosecution by stating
that measures for preventing fee competition might under certain
circumstances be in tie interests of the community. Nor has
success attended similar attempts by legal process to prove close
unions of employers opposed to the principle of "freedom of
occupation " affirmed by the Industrial Code. For the law only
assures to every citizen the right to follow the calling of his
choke; it does not undertake to protect him against difficulties
caused by tie presence of other competitors in the same field or
guarantee him the least measure of success. Nevertheless, the
feeling prevails Tery widely that the cartells have gone as far in
the concentration of economic power and its employment for
private advantage as is just to the interests of society as a whole,
and that the time is quickly coming for restrictive measures.
TMs many of the syndicates recognise. It was doubtless a desire
to conciliate public opinion which led the directorate of the Coal
Syndicate to invite the Prussian Government some time ago to
Join that "body and so exercise a voice in its proceedings, an offer
which, wisely or not, was declined as " untimely."
Ai present no legislative powers exist which would enable
either tie Imperial or the State Governments to interfere with
the action of the syndicates, and such measures as they have
taken have been of an indirect Mnd. In Prussia the State,
fckdttgi a large colliery proprietor, has but slight influence on the
coal industry in general. It controls some 25 per cent, of the
coal             in Upper Silesia, and dominates the Saarbriieken
eoat-fielcLs, but the "Westphalian district is the real heart of the
coal industry and the scene of the straggle between private